The importance of transcultural nursing in cancer care.
All patients around the time of cancer diagnosis are emotionally vulnerable. This sense of anxiety is further heightened for patients who are not fully integrated into the society in which they are receiving care because of the cultural shock and language barriers they may face. This article explores the author's experience of caring for a patient from China who was studying in the UK and was admitted with acute promyelocytic leukaemia. The patient had a limited grasp of English and was used to very different cultural norms. Bridging the cultural gap as outlined by Narayanasamy in the ACCESS model (2002) enabled the author to provide the important holistic nursing care that could be easily overlooked in these situations. There is a need for nurses to actively seek to understand cultural differences and take the opportunity to experience transcultural nursing.